
From Fr. Melvin:  This article continues with my feature on Florence, Italy where we set our 

sights on a Franciscan Minor Basilica—Santa Croce (Holy Cross).  The open area or piazza 

offered a beautiful view of the church while seeing many people spread out coming and going 

in all directions.  Considering what my friend and I visited, today’s restrictions would have 

given us limited or no time to fully appreciate the history, culture, and the rich faith so evi-

dent in its churches and museums.  Known as the “church of the Florentine citizens,” I can 

say this church is for anyone of the city to visit and enrich anyone’s faith.  Below, I share 

some background of Santa Croce and in the closing half of the article, we will see the tombs 

of two historical figures who made significant contributions to church and society.   

This photo reveals the Minor Basilica as you 

would enter the front doors, as a diagonal 

shadow began to emerge; at the very top is a 

Cross with 2 Angels on each side.  The 

Church was built following its foundation in 

1294 till its completion in 1442; the architec-

tural style is Italian Gothic. The frontal ap-

pearance is well balanced, so to speak, with 

the triangular features on either side of the 

impressive centerpiece.  Nearby to the left, 

the tall statue represents Dante Aligherio, a 

baptized Italian poet, writer, and philosopher 

shown next to an eagle barely noticeable by 

his left leg; this popular man wrote the Divine 

Comedy.    

 

In the 2nd photo, I share this interior view with 

a golden appearance behind the altar together 

with numerous frescoes detailing scenes of 

faith.  Ascending above the altar is a tall Cruci-

fix which offers a close resemblance to the 

well-known San Damiano Cross recalling the 

vision of St. Francis of Assisi.  No surprise as I 

related about its founding Fathers, the Francis-

cans.  Interestingly, in some basilicas in Rome, 

one did not see the rows and rows of pews as 

so evident here.  This view is awesome indeed 

with the projection of the heightened ceiling 

and arch-like appearance.  Angels and saints 

“adore the Lord in his holy court.”    



In these photos, we take our reflections of the 

tombs of prolific Italian leaders in their fields of 

research:  Michelangelo, Dante and Machiavelli.  

On the tomb of Michelangelo, we see much detail 

beginning with the Pieta (square shaped—the 

Blessed Virgin beholds our Lord taken down from 

the Cross), just below is the bust (head) of Michel-

angelo.  Overlooking the tomb are saddened fig-

ures revealing how much Michelangelo was 

revered and renowned for his contributions to the 

Church and the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

In this tomb, we come to the one recalled in the stat-

ue outside Santa Croce, Dante Aligherio, the poet.  

Impressive enough as his statue is “full body” rather 

than a bust or head only.  The witness shared by the 

two side figures reveals how much Dante was 

revered and the legacy he left behind.   

 

 

 

 

In this photo, we recall the contributions made by 

Niccolo Machiavelli, an Italian Renaissance diplo-

mat.  Back in my school days, I remember reading 

his popular piece, The Prince.  According to one 

source, he is the father of modern political philoso-

phy and political science (Wikipedia).  A bust and 

description of his life appears to the left of the tomb.  

The figure on top of the tomb is yet another sign of 

beloved remembrance.  From these reflections of 

Santa Croce, we take with us kindly thoughts on 

gifted men.  All Angels and Saints, pray for us. 


